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* A SLAP FOR THE JEWS.” 
By Herrz Ben Pinecnas. 


“these men are sinners, we must wash our hands from them; we 
are disgraced by them, we must disown them.” As well might 
we attempt to disown our shadow on a sun-shiny day; before us 
or behind us, shortened or elongated, there it abides with us, and 
Cesar himself must stand disobeyed were he to exclaim, * Get 
behind me, Satan!” The miserable man, Francis, became a 
homicide in prison, and we all were astounded that a Jer should 
commit (what is with him) an impossible crime; our Jewish blood 
curdled in our veins as we read the awful narrative, and our 


hearts beat quicker when we were told! that he is of respectable 


Wuen the honest heathen of yore was asked of what beast the | 


bite was most injurious? he wisely replied, * Of wild beasts, that 
of the slanderer ; of tame, that of the flatterer.”’ It has been the 


peculiar misfortune of our race to be more frequently subject to | 
the venomous bite of the former than that of the latter; and it | 


has been our still greater misfortune, that there are those amongst 
us who are not altogether undeserving of it. 

It is impossible to read the replies of the Jewish Chronicle to 
some of our recent assailants, without, at the same time, perceiv- 
ing that they are rather tasks of duty than of pleasure. It is 


impossible for the most careless of readers not to perceive at a | 
advanced partake rather of the nature © 


glance that the * defences’ 
of palliation than that of eroneration; and, under heaven, I know 
of few tasks more disagreeable, than to have to excuse and mollify 
what we would gladly repudiate and disown. Alas! how inex- 


pressibly bitter it is, when we would indignantly say, ‘This is — 
false,” to have truth hastily put her finger upon our lips, and bid — 


us Peace 


A lot of homeless vagabonds stake their all in a gambler’s den, © 


and the keen observer declares the amount to be thirty pieces of 
gold. The patriotic apologist, who would fainly say, “ This is 
false—these men are not bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh” 


—must content himself with denving the flathfulness of the por- | 


traiture ; the thirty pieces of gold, forsooth, are but thirty pieces 
of silver. Well, does that save these vagrants from the deep- 


dyed opprobrium ? Can it wipe off that infamy which must cling 


to them, whether the coin be copper, silver, or gold ? 
The finger of scorn is pointed at a herd of drunkards, who 
wallow in the mire, and the apologist would fainly distract our 


attention, and tell us that not one of the gang owes a shilling of 
rent to his landlord. Well, is he less a drunkard for that? Alas! | 
no. The eloquence of Cicero could not sober yonder staggering | 


wretch. There he stands, a living satire upon ‘tle lords of the 
creation.” The heavens and the earth, and the moon and the stars, 
whirl and whirl around him; and he staggers and he reels, and 
he sinks and he falls, and we fancy * we see an eagle, who, after 
darting into a cloud, goes to rest on a dunghill.”’ 

If the poet speaks truth who proclaims that man a benefactor 
of his race who causes two blades of corn to grow where only one 
grew before, no less deserving of honourable distinction is he who 
boldly eradicates one vice where two were deeply rooted before. 
‘“« But,” exclaim the well-fed and well-clad saints of the Lord, 


parentage, and that he was disowned and abandoned by his friends 
when he took to evil ways. Good heavens! this man was aban- 
doned by his friends when he most stood in need of them; they 
took the crutch from the man, Jecavse he was lame! Well, this 
man is tried, judged, and acquitted; and the world learned again 
and again, what it well knew before, that murder was no Jewish 


crime. But what have his frien/s learned? That the 


. whom they disowned and turned adrift, an outcast upon the wide 


- 


— 


world, was mad ; they have learned that his. hands, now polluted 
with innocent blood, might have remained pure and uncontami- 
natedd, had not a merciless hand thrust him forth, with the mark 
of infamy branded upon his brow, to prey upon his fellow-men ; 
and though I would grieve to cause a tear to flow, or to raise a 
sigh from an already overloaded heart, that truth must ever be 
told, that the sinner who is abandoned to bis sin is sinned against, 
and vice itself is not more deformed than is that assumed virtue 
which condemns irrevocably all that does not assimilate to itself, 
We are told by one who knew morality more in -theory than in 


practice, that “if a people are desirous of having bread, they - 


must sow corn;” this (which he calls the fundamental law of 
every country’’) is equally applicable to the growing of food for 
the mind. Neglected and abandoned, Eden itself, with its rivers 
of Pison, Gihon, Hiddekel, and Euphrates, may become a dreary 
wilderness ; the wilderness itself, by culture and perseverance, 
may be changed into a paradise, wherein the tree of knowledge, 
with its unforbidden fruit, invites the weary and humble of every 
grade to rest beneath its ever-green foliage, and partake of its 
heavenly fruit. | 

But whilst it is a duty imperative upon every honest Jew to do 
all that lies in his power to contribute something towards the 
amelioration of the moral and physical condition of those of his 
fellow-beings who are less fortunate than himself, it is quite im- 
practicable for him to look with calm indifference upon those 
unmerited insults which occasionally, even in these enlightenved 


_ days, meet his eye as he ponders over what he deems a * liberal 


press.” Within the last few days, a remarkable paragraph found 
its way from the Morning Advertiser into almost all the metropo- 
litan papers, glorying iu the title of “* A Slap for the Jews. 

Those who have not seen this wonderful “ serap” will be edified 
in knowing that it is founded on the following facts :—-A scoun- 
drel, named Edward Burgess, steals his mistress’s tea-pot, which 
originally cost twenty-three pounds, and Serjeant Kapsey uncere- 


' Vide Weekly Dispatch, 
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moniously pays him a visit. The prisoner Burgess is brought 
before a modern Solomon, whose judgment no modern Sheba has 
eulogised. A letter, written by the prisoner since his first exami- 
nation, full of repentance and regrets, is produced in court. Poor 
soul! He is a martyr to the bottle. The tea-pot had no charms 
for him; “‘he sold it to the Jews.”. Well, the tea-pot is gone, 
‘the Jews” are nowhere to be found, the spot itself where the 
mercantile fraternity stood is suddenly erased from the map of 
London—it is nowhere to be found. A Mr. Cummings, who 
* had exercised the utmost diligence, but without effect,” came to 
the philosophical conclusion that ‘‘ he had every reason to believe 
the prisoner's statement to be true.”’ Now the virtuous indigna- 
tion of the police magistrate is roused to the highest pitch, and the 
result is, * A Slap for the Jews.’’ To the magistrate’s oratorical 
effusions the Jewish Chronicle has already replied ; and if that 
reply has ever met Mr. Broderip’s eye, he will perhaps learn, for 
the future, to make a slight but necessary distinction between the 
terms “ Jews” and the Jews.” So long as there are scoundrel 
Christians to steal tea-pots, there will, in all probability, be 
scoundrel Jews to melt them. But why have a special slap for 
“the Jews”? Wow highly gratifying it must have been for this 
learned magistrate to see himself so gloriously conspicuous in 
print and reprint! Surely, fly must have buzzed in his 
ears what it once said when it stood on the axle-tree of a chariot, 
“ What a dust do] raise!” Now the question suggests itself, 
Why should this police magistrate vent his spleen upon ‘ the 
Jews,” who were 1of convicted, and yet deprive the tender-hearted 
Christian chicken, who was convicted, of a portion of that magis- 
terial curtain-lecture so justly his due? The question is hard to 
answer. Old Plutarch® tells us of one who was about to strike a 
driver of asses, but when the man cried out that he was an 
Athenian, he commenced beating the ass, saying, “I hope thou 
art not an Athenian too.” The wrinkled brow of Mr. Broderip 
was about to scowl upon Mr. Edward Burgess, when, struck with 
his Christian meekness and repentance, the modern Solon changed 
his aim, and fell upon “the Jews.” What a blessing it is to have 
Jews so conveniently at hand to vent our spleen upon! Bless- 
ings upon tliy head, thou “ second Daniel”! Thou remindest 
me of the Irish politician, who betrayed his country, and then 
thanked his God that he had a country to betray. 


THE JEWS IN THE LATE HUNGARIAN WAR. 
Dy a Huncarian Jew. 
No. II. 


Previous to our entering into the matter, and in order to find out the 
clue to the enigma put forth in my previous letter, let us take a cur- 
sory retrospective glance at the condition of the country in general, 
and that of the Jews therein in. particular, as it was before the out- 
break of the war. ; 

llungary was at all times looked upon by the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring provinces as another America. The unparalleled rich- 
ness Of the soil, the mildness of the climate—rivalling, inthe southern 
countries, that of Italy—the cheapness of all materials. and the low- 
ness of the taxes, offered so many material adrantages, as constantly to 
allure masses of colonists, agriculturists, merchants, and tradespeople, 
from the over-populated and tax-ridden Austrian provinces. And, 
indeed, while the poor and disatlected of the other parts of Germany 
sailed over to the New World, the surplus of the Austrian population 
preferred [Hungary for its proximity. ‘The moral advantages were not 
less tempting, The Hungarian constitution, though throughout 
aristocratic—securing the monopoly of rights to the nobility,and having 
nothing but duties for the plebeians—was nevertheless, ‘compared to 
the absolute and arbitrary government then ruling Austria, a blessing, 
because it did not utterly exclude improvement; and the Diets of the 
last thirty years have shewn what progress may be attained in a con- 
stitutional monarchy, even with so deticient a machine as that consti- 
tution. 

There was chiefly one paragraph in the constitution that made it— 
at least, to the minds of Austrian subjects—a palladium of liberty ; 
viz., the unrestrained liberty of conscience. 


* Plutarch’s Morals. Of Anger, vol. i. p.61. 


It is true, the Catholic church alone was sustained by the state, its 
priests alone levied tithes and enjoy ed the privileges of nobility, its 
prelates alone drew the incomes of large properties, and sat with the 
magnates in the upper house at the Diet ; but no hindrance was put in 
the way of any other religion, in exercising its divine service publicly, 
or in building temples or schools. And the Protestants, persecuted 
openly or vexed insidiously in Bohemia, Tyrol, and Styria, sought a 
new home in acountry where the greatest portion ot the ruling nation- 
ality adhered to the love of Calvin, so much so as to term it generally 
“the Magyaric religion” (Magyar vallas). ‘The Unitarians, not 
allowed even to reside in Austria, possess Numerous communities in 
‘Transylvania, boast of a grand college in Klausenburg, and of many 
adherents in the ranks of the highest nobility in that province, 

The Jews, in particular, looked: upon Hungary as the land of pro- 
mise. Not allowed to reside in Styria, Tyrol, and Austria Proper 
(Vienna excepted) ; restricted by a barbarous law to a certain number . 
of families in Bohemia and Moravia, where, against the most sacred 
law of nature, the greatest portion of the younger generation were for- 
bidden from marriage ; vexed by all sorts of extortions in Gallicia, 
where every bit of meat eaten, every candle lighted in solemnising the 
day of the Lord, were subjected to extra taxes—the Jew felt happy in 
that blessed country, where he was allowed to enjoy all the blessings 
of family life and domestic comfort, in whose circle he sought and 
found full compensation for the political rights withheld from him by 
barbarous and superstitious laws. Hence the Jewish population 
increased so disproportionately as to be nearly doubled in the last 
fifty vears ; forming actually the twentieth part of the population of 
the whole country, and the thirteenth in the capital. 

Besides the liberty of conscience, there was another paragraph in 
the constitution, or, rather, a peculiarity in the political circumstances 
of the country, that must be here dwelt upon; viz., the aufonomy of 
the county and town municipalities, which granted these communities so 
free a self-government, as to relax, to a certain degree, the ties of cen- 
tralisation, so far as to make the fifty-two counties of Ilungery niore 
like a confederation of as many states. 

‘The Jews shared the same bounties of self-government, to a very 
great extent, within their communities. The Kahal was not alone 
entrusted with the administration of the schools, charity and other 
institutions and legations, with the repartition and receiving of govern- 
ment taxes, and the levying of the contingent the Jewish population 
was to supply the army, but also with a rather important judicatory 
power in money and even criminal matters; and that not only when 
both pleading parties weré of the community, but often, also, hen 
one party was Christian, the chief county magistrate would send them 
before the bar of the Jewish judge (zstdé bird) whose d¢ cision Was 
binding. 

‘The magistrate of the Jewish community was, besides, invested with 
the power of imprisoning and inflicting corporal punishment, and had 
a score of armed policemen as his assistants. You may see to this 
day, before many a synagogue in Hungary, “the fatal bank” (deres) 
upon which the culprit was to stretch out to his full length, and to 
receive the legal number of fire and twenty stripes from the hazel of 
the yellow-gallooned policeman obeying the command of the presiding 
judge. Now and then you may see a pair of iron rings on the wall of 
the synagogue; these rings were fastened on the neck of the culprit, 
in the shape of a neckcloth, who was condemned to stand in this 
degrading position for an hour or two, exposed to the scornful looks 
and ignominious remarks of the whole congregation, Shameful 
customs, no doubt, of a barbarous age, | mention them here merely 
to show that the Jew in Ilungary, though excluded formerly from the 
exercise of public functions, had within his community a not unim- 


_ portant authority, that gave him some consideration in the eves of his 


Christian fellow-countrymen also. 

The members of the county magistracy were elected every three 
years. The Jews, of course, were excluded from the poll; but this 
disability was less degrading to them, as it was not so much on account 
of their not being Christians, as of their not being nobles, that they 
were disfranchised. Indeed, thousands of very respectable Christians 
shared with them in the same disability. Moreover, their superiority 
of intellect and of wealth avenged them for the injury of the law, and 
allowed them, in many cases, influence in the elections. Nay, the 
very circumstance of their having no possible personal ambition to 
gratify, made them the neutral and disinterested arbiters between the 
contending parties; and on many a hustings, where priestcraft and 
landlord intrigue endeavoured to mislead the masses, their sound com- 
mon sense used to resort to the neutral Jew. ~ “ Let us go to Iszik” 
(Isaac), they would say; “‘ Iszik has always the purest wine and the 
soundest advice. Ile will, to be sure, not have us give our votes to 
his son.” And Iszik'’s candidate had the votes. 
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at present staying in this country, and thus to insure support for 
the publication of works relating to Jewish literature—a motive 
tending to a twofold utility. 

But the Jewish public in England seem to judge of this matter 
differently and more correctly than I did. The pursuit of learn- 
ing specially Jewish is considered an antiquated occupation, not 
productive of universal benefit; an occupation capable of procuring 

leasure in leisure hours, without being useful. A friend of mine 
had really formed a plan to establish a society for the advance- 
ment of Hebrew literature, but many of his friends dissuaded him 
from doing so, representing such a society as oue that had no 
useful object, and would only engender pauperism, For a similar 
reason, deeming my communications to be articles of no material 
utility, I discontinued the same. However, a recent visi! to the 
British Museum led me to some reflections, which, it seems to 
me, are not altogether unprofitable; and I therefore submit them 
to the public. 

“ Know thyself,” is the golden doctrine left to us by the great 
Plato. The meaning of this doctrine seems to be: ‘“ Know your- 
self and your destination, and arrange your doings so that you 
may attain to that destination.” And, indeed, not only individuals, 
but entire nations, likewise, must keep their destination and their 
calling in view, and act in concert with it, else their existence will 
be a perpetual conflict. 

If, for example, in the late Turko-Hungarian question, Russia 
had acted like England, and England like Russia, the Czar would 
have rendered himself ridiculous, and England have incurred a 
political disgrace; for each would have acted inconsistently with 
its political: calling. But the manver in which they really acted 
was quite in keeping with their respective political destinations. 
The French in Rome acted contrary to their . political calling, 
therefore the affair will ever be a stigma on the French nation. 

In musing upon these affairs, I put to myself the following 
questions :— 

1. What is the calling of the Jewish nation? and, 

2. Has the Jewish nation recognised and realised that calling ? 

In regard to the first question, Holy Writ has given a distinct 


answer, in the words wan one (and 
ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation), 
This, then, is the calling of the Jewish nation; not the dealing in 
old clothes, nor being the bankers of kings. However necessary 
and honourable these occupations may be for the earning of a 
livelihood and the ensuring of respect, they are little calculated to 
deserve for us the epithets of ‘‘ a kingdom of priests, and a holy 
nation.” 
As far as the second question is concerned, I do not think that 
the descendants of Abraham have, at any time, entirely disregarded 
their national mission; even in our days, when their national 
feelings have lost much of their ardour, they are still to a degree 
faithful to their calling. Among us there is a great Jewish phi- 
lanthropist, who would do honour to the greatest nation of the 
globe. The numerous charitable institutions by which we are 
surrounded are so many indications that Israel has not forgotten 
national calling. | 
But at no other time were the Jews so keenly alive to their 
mission, as in the most calamitous days cf their history; a fact 
which gives a remarkable illustration to the Talmudic saying, 


(Poverty is a bright ornament to the 
daughter of Jacob). The history of the Jewish nation abounds 
in testimonies supporting this idea; evident proofs may likewise 
be derived from extensive hbraries, which have preserved the 
treasures whose origin dates from such dismal times. . It is, 
indeed, surprising how a small race, dispersed, persecuted, and 
oppressed as no other race ever was, how they could bring to light 
such numerous and really grand productions. It could only have 
been the deep conviction of their calling, that they were destined 
to be “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation,” which taught 
them to undertake such laborious tasks. Yea, it is not even 
necessary to study the books; one need not: be versed in the 


Hebrew tongue, and enabled to inquire into the contents of these 

works; the very appearance of some manuscripts commands sur- 

prise, and rouses painful feelings. Such were excited in me on a 

late visit to the British Museum, when examining a manuscript 

(Codex Harleianus, No. 5686), the inscription on which, as well 

as my reflections thereon, I will reserve for a subsequent article. 
I am, Sir, etc. 


London, January 1st, 1850. Bb. GOLDBERG. 


JEWISH FREEMASONS IN JAMAICA. 


Tur: following is a short account of the interesting proceedings 
of the last ordinary meeting of the Friendly Lodge. 

The principal business of the evening being the election of 
Master and Treasurer for the ensuing year, Brothers Solomon 
Melhado and David R. Da Costa were severally unanimously 
elected by acclamation. Brother Chaves was re-elected Tyler. 

The presentation of the Jewel which was voted by the lodge at 
the last November meeting to their immediate Past Master, the 
Worshipful Lewis Ashenheim, M.D., formed also a portion of 
the business of the night. This agreeable duty devolved apoa 
the Worshipful David J. Alberga, who presented the testimonial, 
with the following address :— 


Worshipful Sir,—I regret that any delay should have occurred in the pre- 
sentation of this jewel—a votive tribute well earned by you, and affording 
me mush gratification in being the organ of its presentation. 

To one who has performed the duties of a Master of a Lodge, such a mani- 
festation becomes doubly agreeable; firstly, from the consciousness that the 
society over which he presided lived out with health and vigour his term of 
office; and secondly, that the members are not unmindful of the duties they 
owe to one who had undertaken and faithfully performed the moral respon- 
sibility of his station. 

1 bear testimony to your zeal and temper, and congratulate you on the 
result of a -year that must have severely tested your forbearance. 

Allow me, my Brother, to invest you with the tribute, and to accompany 
it, on behalf of myself and the members of the “ Friendly Lodge,” with the 
expression of a hope that you may, for many years, have the gratification of 
wearing it, and fraternising with us in the full enjoyment of every Masonic 
attribute. 


The Worshipful Lewis Ashenheim, on being invested, made 


the following reply :— 


Worshipful Sir, and Brethren of the Friendly Lodge,—lI accept with much 
pleasure and satisfaction the jewel which was voted to me at the last Novem- 
ber meeting; these feelings being enhanced by the fact of the present 
Master's being the organ of its presentation. 

It is highly gratifying to me to know, through this demonstration, that 
the lodge approves of the course of conduct whieh circumstances unavoida- 
bly forced upon me—a course which, however disagreeable to many at the 
time, and also extremely painful to me, preserved the dignity of the chair of 
this ancient and respectable lodge. | 

1 feel flattered by the expressions which have fallen from the Worshipful 
Master, and which bear testimony to my zeal and forbearance. I take no 
credit to myself for the performance of duties which are incumbent on every 
true Mason, and which example, I trust, will be followed by all those who 
may assume the reins of government in this ledge. 

I hope that my health and my professional avocations will permit to me 
the enjoyment of frequent fraternal intercourse with you. I gratefully 
thank you for this mark of affection with which you have honoured me, and 
which I shall always wear with no small degree of pride. 


Jews’ ANp GeneraAt LirerAry AND Scientiric Institu- 
TION. — The Fifth Anniversary of this Institution was celebrated 
by a Ball, at Willis’s Rooms, on Thursday the 17th instant. 
From the distinguished Stewards, under whose patronage it had 
been announced that the Ball would be given, we had anticipated, 
in common with most of the members, a brilliant assemblage ; 
and the fashionable and numerous company present, exceeded our 
most sanguine expectations. The members of the institution 
mustered strongly on the occasion ; and it afforded us great grati- 
fication to perceive that the ¢Zite of our community also, by their 
presence, testified the interest which they take in an institution 
established for the purpose of fostering Jewish intellect. Dancing 
commenced at Ten o'clock, under the direction of Mr. Corrie, the 
able M. C., and the votaries of Terpsiciiore did homage to the 
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moniously pays him a visit. The prisoner Burgess is brought 
before a modern Solomon, whose judgment no modern Sheba has 
eulogised. A letter, written by the prisoner since his first exami- 
nation, full of repentance and regrets, is produced in court. Poor 
soul! He is a martyr to the bottle. The tea-pot had no charms 
for him: “he sold it to the Jews.” Well, the tea-pot is gone, 
‘‘the Jews” are nowhere to be found, the spot itself where the 
mercantile fraternity stood is suddenly erased from the map of 
London—it is nowhere to be found. A Mr. Cummings, who 
* had exercised the utmost diligence, but without effect,” came to 
the philosophical conclusion that ‘ he had every reason to believe 
the prisoner's statement to be true.”” Now the virtuous indigna- 
tion of the police magistrate is roused to the highest pitch, and the 
result is, * A Slap for the Jews,” ‘To the magistrate’s oratorical 
effusions the Jewish Chronicle has already replied ; and if that 
reply has ever met Mr. Broderip’s eye, he will perhaps learn, for 
the future, co make a slight but necessary distinction between the 
terms “ Jews” and ‘ the Jews.’ So long as there are scoundrel 
Christians to sfea/ tea-pots, there will, in. all probability, be 
scoundrel Jews to melt them. But why have a special slap for 
“ the Jews”? How highly gratifying it must have been for this 
learned magistrate to see himself so gloriously conspicuous in 
print and reprint! Surely, Aisop’s fly must have buzzed in his 
ears what it once said when it stood on the axle-tree of a chariot, 
What a dust do] raise!’ Now the question suggests itself, 
Why should this police magistrate vent his spleen upon ‘ the 
Jews,’ who were no/ convicted, and yet deprive the tender-hearted 
Christian chicken, who was convicted, of a portion of that magis- 
terial curtain-lecture so justly his due? The question is hard to 
answer. Old Plutarch? tells us of one who was about to strike a 
driver of asses, but when the man cried out that he was an 
Athenian, he commenced beating the ass, saying, “I hope thou 
art not an Athenian too.” The wrinkled brow of Mr. Broderip 
was about to scowl upon Mr, Edward Burgess, when, struck with 
his Christian meekness and repentance, the modern Solon changed 
his aim, and fell upon “the Jews.” What a blessing it is to have 
Jews so conveniently at hand to vent our spleen upon!  Bless- 
ings upon thy head, thou “ second Daniel”! Thou remindest 
me of the Irish politician, who betrayed his country, and then 
thanked his God that he had a country to betray. ; 


THE JEWS IN THE LATE HUNGARIAN WAR. 
By a Liuxcarran Jew. 
No. Il. 


Previous to our entering into the matter, and in order to find out the 
clue to the enigma put forth in my previous letter, let us take a cur- 
sory retrospective glance at the condition of the country in general, 
and that of the Jews therein in particular, as it was before the out- 
break of the war. 

Tlungary was at all times looked upon by the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring. provinces as anothes America. 
ness of the soil, the mildness of the climate—rivalling, in the southern 
countries, that of Italy—the cheapness of all materials. and the low- 
ness of the taxes, offered so many material advantages, as constantly to 
allure masses of colonists, agriculturists, merchants, and tradespeople, 
from the over-populated and tax-ridden. Austrian provinces. And, 
indeed, while the poor and disaffected of the other parts of Germany 
sailed over to the New World, the surplus of the Austrian population 
preferred Hungary for its proximity. The moral advantages were not 
less tempting. The Hungarian constitution, though throughout 
aristocratic—securing the monopoly of rights to the nobility,and having 
nothing but duties for the plebeians—was nevertheless, compared to 
the absolute and arbitrary government then ruling Austria, a blessing, 
because it did not utterly exclude improvement; and the Diets of the 
last thirty years have shewn what progress may be attained in a con- 
stitutional monarchy, even with so deticient a machine as that consti- 
tution. 

There was chiefly one paragraph in the constitution that made it— 
at least, to the minds of Austrian subjects—a palladium of liberty ; 
viz., the unrestrained liberty of conscience. 


* Plutarch’s Morals. Of Anger, vol. i. p.61. 


The unparalleled riche 


It is true, the Catholic church alone was sustained by the state, its 
priests alone levied tithes and enjoyed the privileges of nobility, its 
prelates alone drew the incomes of large properties, and sat with the 
magnates in the upper house at the Diet ; but no hindrance was put in 
the way of any other religion, in exercising its divine service publicly, 
or in building temples or schools. And the Protestants, persecuted 
openly or vexed insidiously in Bohemia, Tyrol, and Styria, sought a 
new home in acountry where the greatest portion ot the ruling nation- 
ality adhered to the love of Calvin, so much so as to term it generally 
“the Magyaric religion” (Magyar vallas). The Unitarians, not 
allowed even to reside in Austria, possess numerous communities in 
Transylvania, boast of a grand college in Klausenburg, and of many 
adherents in the ranks of the highest nobility in that province. 

The Jews, in particular, looked upon Hungary as the land of pro- 
mise. Not allowed to reside in Styria, Tyrol, and Austria hie sa 
(Vienna excepted) ; restricted by a barbarous law to a certain number 
of families in Bohemia and Ms 
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bidden from marriage ; vexed 
where every bit of meat eaten, « 
day of the Lord, were subjectec 
that blessed country, where he 
of family life and domestic co 
found full compensation for the 
barbarous and superstitious 1: 
increased so disproportionately 
fitty vears ; forming actually th 
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The magistrate of the Jewish: 
the power of imprisoning and in 
a score of armed policemen as 
day, before many a synagogue i oo : 
upon which the culprit was to stretch out to his full length, and to 
receive the legal number of fire and twenty stripes from the hazel of 
the yellow-gallooned policeman obeying the command of the presiding 
judge. Now and then you may see a pair of iron rings on the wall of 
the synagogue; these rings were fastened on the neck of the culprit, 
in the shape of a neckcloth, who was condemned to stand in this 
degrading position for an hour or two, exposed to the scornful looks 
and ignominious remarks of the whole congregation. Shameful 
customs, no doubt, of a barbarous age, I mention them here merely 
to show that the Jew in Ilungary, though excluded formerly from the 
exercise of public functions, had within his community a not unim- 
portant authority, that gave him some consideration in the eves of his 
Christian fellow-countrymen also. 

The members of the county magistracy were elected every three 
vears. ‘The Jews, of course, were excluded from the poll; but this 
disability was less degrading to them, as it was not so much on account 
of their not being Christians, as of their not being nobles, that they 
were disfranchised. Indeed, thousands of very respectable Christians 
shared with them in the same disability. Moreover, their superiority 
of intellect and of wealth avenged them for the injury of the law, and 
allowed them, in many cases, influence in the elections. Nay, the 
very circumstance of their having no possible personal ambition to 
gratify, made them the neutral and disinterested arbiters between the 
contending parties; and on many a hustings, where priestcraft and 
landlord intrigue endeavoured to mislead the masses, their sound com- 
mon sense used to resort to the neutral Jew. “ Let us go to Iszik” 
(Isaac), they would say; ‘* Iszik has always the purest wine and the 
soundest advice. He will, to be sure, not have us give our votes to 
his son.” And Iszik’s candidate had the votes. 
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at present staying in this country, and thus to insure support for 
the publication of works relating to Jewish literature—a motive 
tending to a twofold utility. 

But the Jewish public in England seem to judge of this matter 
differently and more correctly than I did. The pursuit of learn- 
ing specially Jewish is considered an antiquated occupation, not 
productive of universal benefit; an occupation capable of procuring 

leasure in leisure hours, without being useful. A friend of mine 
had really formed a plan to establish a society for the advance- 
ment of Hebrew literature, but many of his friends dissuaded him 
from doing so, representing such a society as one that had no 
useful object, and would only engender pauperism, For a similar 
reason, deeming my communications to be articles of no material 
utility, I discontinued the same. However, a recent visit to the 
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As far as the second question is concerned, I do not think that 
the descendants of Abraham have, at any time, entirely disregarded 
their national mission; even in our days, when their national 
feelings have lost much of their ardour, they are still to a degree 
faithful to their calling. Among us there is a great Jewish phi- 
lanthropist, who would do honour to the greatest nation of the 
globe. The numerous charitable institutions by which we are 
surrounded are so many indications that Israel has not forgotten 
its national calling. | 

But at no other time were the Jews so keenly alive to their 
mission, as in the most calamitous days cf their history; a fact 
which gives a remarkable illustration to the Talmudic saying, 


apy" (Poverty is a bright ornament to the 
daughter of Jacob). The history of the Jewish nation abounds 
in testimonies supporting this idea; evident proofs may likewise 
be derived from extensive hbraries, which have preserved the 
treasures whose origin dates from such dismal times. It is, 
indeed, surprising how a small race, dispersed, persecuted, and 
oppressed as no other race ever was, how they could bring to light 
such numerous and really grand productions. It could only have 
been the deep conviction of their calling, that they were destined 
to be “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation,” which taught 
them to undertake such laborious tasks. Yea, it is not even 


necessary to study the books; one need not- be versed in the 


Hebrew tongue, and enabled to inquire into the contents of these 
works; the very appearance of some manuscripts commands sur- 
prise, and rouses painful feelings. Such were excited in me on a 
late visit to the British Museum, when examining a manuscript 
(Codex Harleianus, No. 5686), the inscription on which, as well 
as my reflections thereon, I will reserve for a subsequent article. 
1 am, Sir, etc. 
London, January \st, 1850. 5. GOLDBERG. 


JEWISH FREEMASONS IN JAMAICA. 


Tue following is a short account of the interesting proceedings 
of the last ordinary meeting of the Friendly Lodge. 

The principal business of the evening being the election of 
Master and Treasurer for the ensuing year, Brothers Solomon 
Melhado and David R. Da Costa were severally unanimously 
elected by acclamation. Brother Chaves was re-elected Tyler. — 

The presentation of the Jewel which was voted by the lodge at 
the last November meeting to their immediate Past Master, the 
Worshipful Lewis Ashenheim, M.D., formed also a portion of 
the business of the night. This agreeable duty devolved upos 
the Worshipful David J. Alberga, who presented the testimonial, 
with the following address :— 


Worshipful Sir,—I regret that any delay should have occurred in the pre- 
sentation of this jewel—a votive tribute well earned by you, and affording 
me mush gratification in being the organ of its presentation. 

To one who has performed the duties of a Master of a Lodge, such a mani- 
festation becomes doubly agreeable; firstly, from the consciousness that the 
society over which he presided lived out with health and vigour his term of 
otlice; and secondly, that the members are not unmindful of the duties they 
owe to one who had undertaken and faithfully performed the moral respon- 
sibility of his station. 

1 bear testimony to your zeal and temper, and congratulate you on the 
result of a year that must have severely tested your forbearance. 

Allow me, my Brother, to invest you with the tribute, and to accompany 
it, on behalf of myself and the members of the “ Friendly Lodge,” with the 
expression of a hope that you may, for many years, have the gratification of 
wearing it, and fraternising with us in the full enjoyment of every Masonic 
attribute. 


The Worshipful Lewis Ashenheim, on being invested, made 
the following reply:— _ 


Worshipful Sir, and Brethren of the Friendly Lodge,—I accept with much 
pleasure and satisfaction the jewel which was voted to me at the last Novem- 
ber meeting; these feelings being enhanced by the fact of the present 
Master's being the organ of its presentation. 

It is highly gratifying to me to know, through this demonstration, that 
the lodge approves of the course of conduct whieh circumstances unavoida- 
bly forced upon me—a course which, however disagreeable to many at the 
time, and also extremely painful to me, preserved the dignity of the chair of 
this ancient and respectable lodge. pre 

I feel flattered by the expressions which have fallen from the Worshipful 
Master, and which bear testimony to my zeal and forbearance. I take no 
credit to myself for the performance of duties which are incumbent on every 
true Mason, and which example, I trust, will be followed by all those who 
may assume the reins of government in this ledge. 

I hope that my health and my professional avocations will permit to me 
the enjoyment of frequent fraternal intercourse with you. I gratefully 
thank you for this mark of affection with which you have honoured me, and 


_ which I shall always wear with no small degree of pride. 


Jews’ AND GenerRAt Lirerary Scientiric INstitu- 
TION. — The Fifth Anniversary of this Institution was celebrated 
by a Rall, at Willis’s Rooms, on Thursday the 17th instant. 
From the distinguished Stewards, under whose patronage it had 
been announced that the Ball would be given, we had anticipated, 
in common with most of the members, a brilliant assemblage ; 
and the fashionable and numerous company present, exceeded our 
most sanguine expectations. The members of the institution 
mustered strongly on the occasion; and it afforded us great grati- 
fication to perceive that the ¢/ite of our community also, by their 
presence, testified the interest which they take in an institution 
established for the purpose of fostering Jewish intellect. Dancing 
commenced at Ten o'clock, under the direction of Mr, Corrie, the 
able M. C., and the votaries of Terpsiciiore did homage to the 
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moniously pays him a visit. The prisoner Burgess is brought 
before a modern Solomon, whose judgment no modern Sheba has 
eulogised. A letter, written by the prisoner since his first exami- 
nation, full of repentance and regrets, is produced in court. Poor 
soul! He is a martyr to the bottle. The tea-pot had no charms 
for him; “‘he sold it to the Jews.” Well, the tea-pot is gone, 
‘‘the Jews” are nowhere to be foand, the spot itself where the 
mercantile fraternity stood is suddenly erased from the map of 
London—it is nowhere to be found. A Mr. Cummings, who 
«had exercised the utmost diligence, but without effect,” came to 
the philosophical conclusion that ‘* he had every reason to believe 
the prisoner's statement to be true.”” Now the virtuous indigna- 
tiou of the police magistrate is roused to the highest pitch, and the 
result is, A Slap for the Jews.’’ ‘To the magistrate’s oratorical 
effusions the Jewish Chronicle has already replied ; and if that 
reply has ever met Mr. Broderip’s eye, he will perhaps learn, for 
the future, to make a slight but necessary distinction between the 
terms “ Jews” and * the Jews.” So long as there are scoundrel 
Christians to steal tea-pots, there will, in all probability, be 
scoundrel Jews to melt them. But why have a special slap for 
“the Jews”? Wow highly gratifying it must have been for this 
learned magistrate to see himself so gloriously conspicuous in 
print and reprint! Surely, /Esop’s fly must have buzzed in his 
ears what it once said when it stood on the axle-tree of a chariot, 
“ What a dust do I raise!’ Now the question suggests itself, 
Why should this police magistrate vent his spleen upon ‘ the 
Jews, who were of convicted, and yet deprive the tender-hearted 
Christan chicken, who was convicted, of a portion of that magis- 
terial curtain-lecture so justly his due? The question is hard to 
answer. Old Plutarch® tells us of one who was about to strike a 
driver of asses, but when the man cried out that he was an 
Athenian, he commenced beating the ass, saying, “I hope thou 
art not an Athenian too.” The wrinkled brow of Mr. Broderip 
was about to scowl upon Mr. Edward Burgess, when, struck with 
his Christian meekness and repentance, the modern Solon changed 
his aim, and fell upon “the Jews.” What a blessing it is to have 
Jews so conveniently at hand to vent our spleen upon! Bless- 
ings upon thy head, thou “ second Daniel”! Thou remindest 
me of the Irish politician, who betrayed his country, and then 
thanked his God that he had a country to betray. 


THE JEWS IN ‘THE LATE HUNGARIAN WAR. 
By a Ilexcarian Jew. | 
No. IL. 


PReviots to our entering into the matter, and in order to find out the 
clue to the enigma put forth in my previous letter, let us take a cur- 
sory retrospective glance at the condition of the country in general, 
and that of the Jews therein in particular, as it was before the out- 
break of the war. | 

llungary was at all times looked upon by the inhabitants of the 
The unparalleled rich- 
ness of the soil, the mildness of the climate—rivalling, inthe southern 
countries, that of Italy—the cheapness of all materials. and the low- 
ness of the taxes, offered so many material adrantages, as constantly to 
allure masses of colonists, agriculturists, merchants, and tradespeople, 
from the over-populated and tax-ridden Austrian provinces. And, 
indeed, while the poor and disaffected of the other parts of Germany 
sailed over to the New World, the surplus of the Austrian population 
preferred Hungary for its proximity. The moral! advantages were not 
less tempting. The Hungarian constitution, though throughout 
aristocratic—securing the monopoly of rights to the nobility, and having 
nothing but duties for the plebeians—was nevertheless, ‘compared to 
the absolute and arbitrary government then ruling Austria, a blessing, 
because it did not utterly exclude improvement; and the Diets of the 
last thirty years have shewn what progress may be attained in a con- 
stitutional monarchy, even with so deficient a machine as that consti- 
tution. 

There was chiefly one paragraph in the constitution that made it— 
at least, to the minds of Austrian subjects—a palladium of liberty ; 
viz., the unrestrained liberty of conscience. 


* Plutarch’s Morals. Of Anger, vol. i. p- 61. 


It is true, the Catholic church alone was sustained by the state, its 
priests alone levied tithes and enjoyed the privileges of nobility, its 
prelates alone drew the incomes of large properties, and sat with the 
magnates in the upper house at the Diet ; but no hindrance was put in 
the way of any other religion, in exercising its divine service publicly, 
or in building temples or schools. And the Protestants, persecuted 
openly or vexed insidiously in Bohemia, Tyrol, and Styria, sought a 
new home in acountry where the greatest portion ot the ruling nation- 
ality adhered to the love of Calvin, so much so as to term it generally 
“the Magyaric religion” (Magyar vallas). The Unitarians, hot 
allowed even to reside in Austria, possess numerous communities in 
Transylvania, boast of a grand college in Klausenburg, and of many 
adherents in the ranks of the highest nobility in that province. 

The Jews, in particular, looked upon Hungary as the land of pro- 
mise. Not allowed to reside in Styria, Tyrol, and Austria sh 
(Vienna excepted) ; restricted by a barbarous law to a certain number 
of families in Bohemia and Moravia, where, against the most sacred 
law of nature, the greatest portion of the younger generation were tor- 
bidden from marriage; vexed by all sorts of extortions in Gallicia, 
where every bit of meat eaten, every candle lighted in solemnising the 
day of the Lord, were subjected to extra taxes—the Jew felt happy in 
that blessed country, where he was allowed to enjoy all the blessings 
of family life and domestic comfort, in whose circle be sought and 
found full compensation for the political rights withheld from him by 
barbarous and superstitious laws. lence the Jewish population 
increased so disproportionately as to be nearly doubled in the last 
fifty years ; forming actually the twentieth part of the population of 
the whole country, and the thirteenth in the capital. Suhes 

Besides the liberty of conscience, there was another paragraph in 
the constitution, or, rather, a peculiarity in the political circumstances 
of the country, that must be here dwelt upon; viz., the autonomy of 
the county and town municipalities, which granted these communities so 
free a self-government, as to relax, to a certain degree, the ties of cen- 
tralisation, so fur as to make the fifty-two counties of Ilungery more 
like a confederation of as many states. , 

‘The Jews shared the same bounties of self-government, to a very 
great extent, within their communities. The Kahal was not alone 
entrusted with the administration of the schools, charity and other 
institutions and legations, with the repartition and receiving of govern- 
ment taxes, and the levying of the contingent the Jewish population 
was to supply the army, but also with a rather important judicatory 
power in money and even criminal matters; and that not only when 
both pleading parties were of the community, but often, also, when 
one party was Christian, the chief county magistrate would send them 
before the bar of the Jewish judge (zstdé bird) whose decision was 
binding. | 

The magistrate of the Jewish community was, besides, invested with 
the power of imprisoning and inflicting corporal punishment, and had 
a score of armed policemen as his assistants. You may see to this 
day, before many a synagogue in Hungary, “the fatal bank” (deres) 
upon which the culprit was to stretch out to his full length, and to 
receive the legal number of fire and twenty stripes from the hazel of 
the yellow-gallooned policeman obeying the command of the presiding 
judge. Now and then you may see a pair of iron rings on the wall of 
the synagogue; these rings were fastened on the neck of the culprit, 
in the shape of a neckcloth, who was condemned to stand in this 
degrading position for an hour or two, exposed to the scornful looks 
and ignominious rematks of the whole congregation, Shameful 
customs, no doubt, of a barbarous age, I mention them here merely 
to show that the Jew in Hungary, though excluded formerly from the 
exercise of public functions, had within his community a not unim- 
portant authority, that gave him some consideration in the eves of his 
Christian fellow-countrymen also. 

The members of the county magistracy were clected every three 
years. The Jews, of course, were excluded from the poll; but this 
disability was less degrading to them, as it was not so much on account 
of their not being Christians, as of their not being nobles, that they 
were disfranchised. Indeed, thousands of very respectable Christians 
shared with them in the same disability. Moreover, their superiority 
of intellect and of wealth avenged them for the injury of the law, and 
allowed them, in many cases, influence in the elections. Nay, the 
very circumstance of their having no possible personal ambition to 
gratify, made them the neutral and disinterested arbiters between the 
contending parties; and on many a hustings, where priestcraft and 
landlord intrigue endeavoured to mislead the masses, their sound com- 
mon sense used to resort to the neutral Jew. ‘ Let us go to Iszik” 
(Isaac), they would say ; “ Iszik has always the purest wine and the 
soundest advice. Ile will, to be sure, not have us give our votes to 
his son.” And Iszik’s candidate had the votes. 
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at present staying in this country, and thus to insure support for 
the publication of works relating to Jewish literature—a motive 
tenting to a twofold utility. 

| ~" fewish public in England seem to judge of this matter 
differ. ‘d more correctly than I did. The pursuit of learn- 
ing spec:. ewish is considered an antiquated occupation, not 
product.ve ot universal benefit; an occupation capable of procuring 

leasure in leisure hours, without being useful. A friend of mine 
had really formed a plan to establish a society for the advance- 
ment of Hebrew literature, but many of his friends dissuaded him 
from doing so, representing such a society as one that had no 
useful object, and would only engender pauperism. For a similar 
reason, deeming my communications to be articles of no material 
utility, I discontinued the same. However, a recent visit to the 
British Museum led me to some reflections, which, it seems to 
me, are not altogether unprofitable; and I therefore submit them 
to the public. 

“ Know thyself,” is the golden doctrine left to us by the great 
Plato. The meaning of this doctrine seems to be: “ Know your- 
self and your destination, and arrange your doings so that you 
may attain to that destination.”’ And, indeed, not only individuals, 
bat entire natious, likewise, must keep their destination and their 
calling in view, and act in concert with it, else their existence will 
be a perpetual conflict. : 

If, for example, in the late Turko-Hungarian question, Russia 
had acted like England, and England like Russia, the Czar would 
have rendered himself ridiculous, and England have incurred a 
political disgrace; for each would have acted inconsistently with 
its political calling. But the manver in which they really acted 
was quite in keeping with their respective political destinations. 
The French in Rome acted contrary to their political calling, 
therefore the affair will ever be a stigma on the French nation. 

In musing upon these affairs, I put to myself the following 
questions :— 

1. What is the calling of the Jewish nation? and, 

2. Has the Jewish nation recognised and realised that calling ? 

In regard to the first question, Holy Writ has given a distinct 


answer, in the words "31 wan (and 
ve shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation). 
This, then, is the calling of the Jewish nation; not the dealing in 
old clothes, nor being the bankers of kings. However necessary 
and honourable these occupations may be for the earning of a 
livelihood and the ensuring of respect, they are little calculated to 
deserve for us the epithets of “‘ a kingdom of priests, and a holy 
nation.” 

As far as the second question is concerned, I do not think that 
the descendants of Abraham have, at any time, entirely disregarded 
their national mission; even in our days, when their national 
feelings have lost much of their ardour, they are still to a degree 
faithful to their calling. Among us there is a great Jewish phi- 
lanthropist, who would do honour to the greatest nation of the 
globe. The numerous charitable institutions by which we are 
surrounded are so many indications that Israel has not forgotten 
its national calling. 


But at no other time were the Jews so keenly alive to their : 


mission, as in the most calamitous days of their history; a fact 
which gives a remarkable illustration to the Talmudic saying, 


(Poverty is a bright ornament to the 
daughter of Jacob). The history of the Jewish nation abounds 
in testimonies supporting this idea; evident proofs may likewise 
be derived from extensive hbraries, which have preserved the 
treasures whose origin dates from such dismal times. It is, 
indeed, surprising how a small race, dispersed, persecuted, and 
oppressed as no other race ever was, how they could bring to light 
such numerous and really grand productions. It could only have 
been the deep conviction of their calling, that they were destined 
to be “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation,” which taught 
them to undertake such laborious tasks. Yea, it is not even 


“Nneeessary to study the books; one need not- be versed in the 


Hebrew tongue, and enabled to inquire into the contents of these 
works; the very appearance of some manuscripts commands sur- 
prise, and rouses painful feelings. Such were excited in me on a 
late visit to the British Museum, when examining a manuscript 
(Codex Harleianus, No. 5686), the inscription on which, as well 
as my reflections thereon, I will reserve for a subsequent article. 
I am, Sir, ete. 
London, January \st, 1850. Bb. GOLDBERG. 


JEWISH FREEMASONS IN JAMAICA. 


Tue following is.a short account of the interesting proceedings 
of the last ordinary meeting of the Friendly Lodge. 

The principal business of the evening being the election of 
Master and Treasurer for the ensuing year, Brothers Solomon 
Melhado and David R. Da Costa were severally unanimously 
elected by acclamation. Brother Chaves was re-elected Tyler. © 

The presentation of the Jewel which was voted by the lodge at 
the last November meeting to their immediate Past Master, the 
Worshipful Lewis Ashenheim, M.D., formed also a portion of 
the business of the night. This agreeable duty devolved upos 
the Worshipful David J. Alberga, who presented the testimonial, 
with the following address :— 


Worshipful Sir,—I regret that any delay should have occurred in the pre- 
sentation of this jewel—a votive tribute well earned by you, and affording 
me mush gratification in being the organ of its presentation. 

To one who has performed the duties of a Master of a Lodge, such a mani- 
festation becomes doubly agreeable; firstly, from the consciousness that the 
society over which he presided lived out with health and vigour his term of 
office; and secondly, that the members are not unmindful of the duties they 
owe to one who had undertaken and faithfully performed the moral respon- 
sibility of his station. 

1 bear testimony to your zeal and temper, and congratulate you on the 
result of a year that must have severely tested your forbearance. | 

Allow me, my Brother, to invest you with the tribute, and to accompany 


jit, on behalf of myself and the members of the “ Friendly Lodge,” with the 


expression of a hope that you may, for many years, have the gratification of 
wearing it, and fraternising with us in the full enjoyment of every Masonic 
attribute. 


The Worshipful Lewis Ashenheim, on being invested, made 


the following reply :— 


Worshipful Sir, and Brethren of the Friendly Lodge,—I accept with much 
pleasure and satisfaction the jewel which was voted to me at the last Novem- 
ber meeting; these feelings being enhanced by the fact of the present 
Master's being the organ of its presentation. | 

It is highly gratifying to me to know, through this demonstration, that 
the lodge approves of the course of conduct whieh circumstances unavoida- 
bly forced upon me—a course which, however disagreeable to many at the 
time, and also extremely painful to me, preserved the dignity of the chair of 
this ancient and respectable lodge. 

I feel flattered by the expressions which have fallen from the Worshipful 
Master, and which bear testimony to my Zeal and forbearance. I take no 
credit to myself for the performance of duties which are incumbent on every 
true Mason, and which example, I trust, will be followed by all those who 
may assume the reins of government in this ledge. 

| hope that my health and my professional avocations will permit to me 
the enjoyment of frequent fraternal intercourse with you. I gratefully 
thank you for this mark of affection with which you have honoured me, and 
which I shall always wear with no small degree of pride. 


Jews’ Generat Lirerary Scientiric Ixstire- 
TION. — The Fifth Anniversary of this Institution was celebrated 
by a Ball, at Willis’s Rooms, on Thursday the 17th instant. 
From the distinguished Stewards, under whose patronage it had 
been announced that the Ball would be given, we had anticipated, 
in common with most of the members, a brilliant assemblage ; 
and the fashionable and numerous company present, exceeded our 
most sangnine expectations. The members of the institution 
mustered strongly on the occasion ; and it afforded us great grati- 
fication to perceive that the élite of our community also, by their 
presence, testified the interest which they take in an institvtion 
established for the purpose of fostering Jewish intellect. Dancing 
commenced at Ten o'clock, under the direction of Mr. Corrie, the 
able M. C., and the votaries of Terpsiciiore did homage to the 
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lively goddess until long after the hour of midnight, being incited 
thereto by the inspiring music of Jullien’s unrivalled band. The 
dresses of the ladies were most elegant and tasteful; and the 
large rooms, about twelve o'clock, when filled with the mazy 
throng, presented a coup d'ail of great splendour. Amongst the 
company present, we noticed Nathaniel Montefiore, esq., the Pre- 
sident; Joseph M. Montefiore, esq.; the Misses Montefiore ; 
Baron Meyer de Rothschild ; Dr. Addison ; Brausby Cooper, esq., 
P.R.S.; George Cruikshank, esq.; Mr. M. Diossy, late Private 
Secretary to Kossuth ; Messrs. [. L. Miers, V.P., 8. 1. Joseph, 
V.P., Lawrence Myers, V.P., Sampson Samuel, Hon. See., and 
Mrs. Samuel ; Mr. Henry Solomon, the Treasurer ; the Misses 
Adlers ; D. M. Davidson, esq.; Mrs. and Miss Cohen; Lionel 
lelbert, esq.; Mr. and Mrs. L. B. Cohen; HH. Guedalla, esq.; 
Messrs. Sebag and S. de Symons, jun,; Mr.and Mrs. Da Costa ; 
Messrs. L. Lucas and P. Lucas, ete., ete. The refresiments were 
of the most recherche description; while the excelleut arrange- 
inents for the accommodation of the company, and the exertions of 
the Stewards, entitle them to the warmest praise. In the course 
of the evening, donations to a considerable amount were announced. 
(jreat credit is due to the Committee for: their spirited exertions 
is getting up this ball, particularly to the worthy President, who 
not only procured a most efficient list of Stewards, but induced a 
large party to accompany him on the evening, and handed in 
donations from his family and friends to the amount of £90. Nor 
must we forget to mention Mr. 1. lL. Miers’ efforts to secure suc- 
cess, as Chairman of the Ball Committee. 


Jewisu PuiLtAnturoric Sociery.—The benefit in aid of the 
funds of this charity for the relief of destitute widows and familes, 
which took place atthe Royal Surrey Theatre on Saturday even- 
ing last, was both numerously and respectably attended; and it 
gives us pleasure to state that the exertions of the Committee were 
crowned with the success they wished, to whom much praise is 
due—more especially to Mr. Moss Ansell,the Honorary Secretary. 
We can with confidence recommend this most excellent charity to 
the consideration of the benevolent, for many are the widows and 
orphans whose tears have ceased to flow, from the assistance ren- 
dered them in the hour of their affliction; and hundreds are the 
families who have cause to bless the day that first gave birth to 
this charitable institution. | 

Mapame Kossutu.—We. are happy to announce that Kos- 
suth’s wife has escaped from Hungary, and has arrived at 
Belgrade, on her way to join her illustrious husband at Shumla. 


Great SyNAGoGueE.—We hear that the Rev. M. H. Mvers 
and the Rev. A. L. Green intend to become candidates for the 


second R-adership, as soon as the same shall be declared open for 
election. - | 


JamAtca.—On Thursday, September 13th, the Rev. Solomon 
Jacobs delivered, by appointment, a sermon at the Portuguese 
Synagogue, in Kingston, in aid of the mission of Rabbi Jechiel 
Cohen, to collect funds for the rebuilding of the Synagogue 
Beth-E! at Jerusalem. The attendance was not large, but those 
who were present are represented as giving freely for the further- 
ance of the object proposed. The paper from which we copy 
adds, in conclusion, “ We must, however, remark, that we 
noticed very few of our Christian brethren there, and we must 
remind them that the Jews of this community bave always evinced 
great liberality in contributing to the erection of Christian places 
of worship when called upon.” It shows well for our people when 
the pubhe press can address such a rebuke to its readers, and 
proves that the liberality of Israelites is not confined to their 
society alone. —Occilent. 


Boulogne can scarcely be called a French town so far as regards its 
appearance. English, French, and a sprinkling of German, are spoken 
indiscriminately. The French fishermen lay violent hands on her 
Majesty's English with as much relentlessness as the Deal and Dover 
boatinen deal with Louis Napoleon’s native tongue. You can be at 


no loss with plain English in Boulogne. The shop signs at once 
explain this, and are, like the people, hermaphroditical. ‘The trades- 
men, unlike the same class in our own country, who mrrece every one 
lamentably ignorant who are not quite conversant with her Majesty's 
English, do not imagine that strangers are at all tutored in the lan- 
guage of Gaul. The merchandise to be sold in the shops is expressed 
on the sign-boards both in French and English, so that saves a world 
of trouble to two great countries; besides, you may learn a language 
while parading the streets. ‘ Mule. Portier, Magasin de Soieries, 
Blondes, etc.,” with a sort of additional piece of information, * elle 
fait aussi les trousseaux,” is Englished on the right-hand side, “ Silk 
and lace store. Marriage outfits also furnished.” So that the upshot 
of the thing is, that if you have the money to expend, you may enter 
the shop, minus your brains, — Michael Ashenheim's * Notes on Paris.” 


SymMPATHY among men is beginning to be felt. The extremes 
of society are approximating’each other—the zenith and the nadir 
of life are drawing together. The great democratic principle of 
equa! political rights is compressing society to as near a level as 
nature will justify. Remote nations shake hands with one another, 
Conventional rights are giving place to natural rights, and the 
government of force is giving way to the government of popular 
will and sincere action. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
GS Correspondents are respectfully informed that no notice can be taken 
of Communications unless preevfe(” authenticated, 


| Jews Infant School. 
4 BALL, in aid of the Funds of this Institution, will take place on Tuesday, 
JA. the 19th of March next, at Witsis’ Rooms, King-street, St. James’s. 


Noventer 13th, 1849. WALTER JOSEPHS, Hon. Sec. 


Western Jewish Pree Schools. 
JHE. COMMITTEE beg most thankfully to acknowledge the following Dona. 
tions. recelvi cl wil the of the hall: 
Messrs. N. M. de Rothschild and Sons, £10; 


Monteliore, £5;..—- 8S. L. de Symons, Esq., 


Mr. Sheriff Nicoll, £5:—Lady 
David Salomons, 
Alderman, £2 2s,.; -- P. J. Salomons, £2 — Phillip Salomons, Esq., 
—- Barnard Mevers, Esq., £1 §..B..Worms, Esq., £1 Les; 
Hyam, Esq., £1 Is.; — Fohgno, Esq., £1; H. L. Keeling, Exq., £1; — 
Israel Russel, £13 David Hyam, Exq,, 10s. J, A, Joseph, Exq., 
By order, ELLIS A, DAVIDSON, s.: 
1), Castle Street. Holborn, Jan. 


Jews’ and General Literary and Scientific 


Enstitution. | 
SUSSEX HALL, LEADENHALL STREET. 


« 
mae 


N ibe a IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Half Yearly General Meeting of 


the Members and Subscribers will be holden in the Institution on Wednes- 
day Evening, January 30th, 1850, 


NaTiHasieL Monterrone, Esq., President, in the Chair. 
Chair to be taken at o'clock precisely, 
MORRIS S. OPPENITEIM, 


Sceretary, 


by order, 
January 23rd, 1s50), 


— 


Wanted, 


\\ ANTEL, by a Young Man used to the above, a Situation iva Wholesale 


or Retail. Establishment. Has also had six. years’ experience in the 
Pawubrokering and Sale Trade, and has a general knowledge of Business. Ad- 
dress, H. Friedeberg, 21, Market Street, Falmouth, 


Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus Place, London 
Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No. 1, Circus Place, London Wall, and published by 
Edward Ward, 54, Paternoster-row, and may be bad at the Jewish Chronicle Office, 
24, Houndsditch, in the City of London, Friday, January 25, 1890. 
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